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Crown, which were utilized for paying the wages of the
soldiers. During the Wars of the Roses, after the soldiers
had been unpaid for three years, a new arrangement was
devised: the Company of the Staple collected the custom
and subsidy on wool, and bore responsibility for the payment
of the garrison \ Thus the staple, which in the fourteenth
century had served political purposes as an instrument of
diplomacy2, now in the next century served financial pur-
poses as an instrument of public credit. The commercial
significance of Calais was enhanced by the establishment of
a mint3, for the Government made considerable efforts to
increase the English currency by insisting that a portion of
the bullion, received in payment for wool, should be minted
into coins of the realm ; and at one period by far the larger
portion of English silver money was issued from the Calais
mint4. It is also not unlikely that the presence of a staple
at Calais restricted smuggling, for the Masters of the Calais
Staple were expected to maintain a sharp watch upon the
The trade routes5. The working of the staple system may be
^he staple illustrated from the negotiations, which were carried on at
system, mk in 1478 between English envoys on one side and
Flemish envoys on the other. The latter had serious
ground for complaint in the conduct of trade by the wool-
staplers, and the conditions of the agreement then drawn
up afford an insight into the regulations by which the staple
was governed in the fifteenth century. In the first place,
provisions were made for the better recovery of debts, and
English merchants were allowed to export bullion from
Flanders. Secondly, the practice by which the English
ordered their merchants to buy at Flemish fairs on the last
day only, to compel the Flemings to sell their commodities
at inferior prices, was now forbidden. On their part English
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